
Folks,

We’re in the season of Lent, a time when we slow down and reflect on the
cost of our salvation and the suffering Jesus endured for our sake.
Traditionally, many of us choose to give something up for these forty
days, often something we enjoy or rely on. At our Ash Wednesday service,
I shared that this practice serves two purposes. First, it is an act of
solidarity with Christ’s sacrifice. Second, it is an acknowledgment that we
are called to hold loosely to anything in this world, trusting that Jesus is
enough. But since giving something up this year, I have realized there is a
third purpose. I gave up fast food and DoorDash, both of which had very  
much become staples of my routine over the last several months. Now,
every time I feel the pull toward convenience over intentionality in the
middle of a busy week, I am forced to pause and remember why I can’t
have it. That small moment of restraint has become a prompt, a reminder.
Several times a week, I find myself thinking about Jesus’ sacrifice. I think
about the cost He paid for my sin. I think about the depth of His love and
His willingness to lay aside comfort, convenience, and even His own life
for me. That is what Lent does when we allow it to. It turns ordinary
moments into sacred reminders. It transforms small sacrifices into steady
invitations to remember our savior. And in those moments, we are
reminded once again that Jesus is enough.

                           Grace and peace, 
                                Greg Morgan
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I t  is  very exci t ing to be involved with the purchase of  the new
locat ion and seeing everyone act ive ly  want ing to give towards
the future of  our  church.  I  would l ike to see us as  a  congregat ion
be able to payof f  the loan for  the Northside property.

I  was the head account ing supervisor  at  Walsh Distr ibut ion for  many
years before leaving to s tay home with my young kids .  I  la ter  went
back to school  and became a Registered Nurse ,  graduat ing in 2010 .
Af ter  a  short  t ime in that  f ie ld ,  I  decided i t  was not  my desire to be
there .  My husband Kel ly  and I  have been marr ied for  40 years  this
year.  We have 3  adul t  k ids that  are marr ied and have given us 8
grandkids .  I  was act ive ly  involved on the f inance commit tee for  years
at  our  previous church and knew somewhat  how church f inances work .
I  approached Er ic  Cain and Greg about  helping to get  the f inances
going for  F i rs t  and just  fe l t  led to be a part  of  i t .

The Heart Behind the Numbers

Tel l  us  a  l i t t le  about  yoursel f :
your background ,  fami ly ,  and
what  led you to this  ro le .

What  exci tes  you most  about  serving as Director
of  F inance at  our  church and what  are your
goals  for  this  year??

Our Director  of  F inance ,  L isa
Mitchel l ,  answers our

quest ions about  fami ly ,
f inance ,  and looking foward

to the future .  



How do you plug into the church? What  are some of
your favor i te  ways to get  involved?

What 's  something fun or  unexpected about  you that  our
church fami ly  might  not  know?

I  have been helping with the
Kids Camp on Wednesdays .  I t
is  rewarding to see the young
people in our congregat ion
teach their  k ids about  Jesus .  I
a lso at tend the Women’s  B ib le
study on Wednesdays .  I t  has
been very fu l f i l l ing .  I  have
been in the TNT Sunday School
Class for  over  twenty years ,
even leading i t  somet imes .  

My son Cody and his  wi fe  Alex have a set  of  boy/gir l  twins that  are
about  to turn 8 and my daughter  J i l l  and her  husband Hector  have
ident ica l  g i r l  twins that  just  turned 7 .  They are just  under a  year
apart  and we have no twins in our fami ly.

What do you do for  fun? Do you have any hobbies?

I  l ike to p lay pick lebal l .  My husband and I  love to t ravel -  some of  our
favor i tes  dest inat ions have been Maine and Michigan.  This  January we
took our ent i re  fami ly-  inc luding a l l  8  grandkids snow ski ing in New
Mexico.  I t  was chaot ic ,  but  so much fun!



A s h  W e d n e s d a y
Our Ash Wednesday service

marked the beginning of  the

sacred season of  Lent .  Using

our f ingers dipped in ashes ,

we pressed crosses onto a

white tablec loth as a

reminder that  we are dust .



Faith in Action

On Saturday, February 7th, a team of volunteers from our church and the
Texas Ramp Project crew completed a service project at Running WJ Ranch,

a non-profit organization which offers therapeutic horseback riding. They
repaired the  roof of a barn that collapsed during the recent ice storm.



Member Spotlight
MEET THE

MCMILLANS!

Tel l  us  a  l i t t le  about  your fami ly—what  are some of  your
favor i te  things to do?

We have been blessed with fami ly.   We have 3  chi ldren (2  sons & 1
daughter )  and their  wonderful  spouses who l ive in Texarkana and Li t t le  Rock .
We are grateful  to have 8 grandchi ldren (7  grandsons and 1  granddaughter )
and one granddaughter- in- law.  

We enjoy spending t ime with our fami ly,  our  church fami ly  and a l l  our
fr iends .  We are grateful  for  our  church and the opportuni ty  to part ic ipate in
Bib le s tudies and serve with church pro jects  & act iv i t ies  where we can
sometimes help .  We have spent  t ime doing volunteer  work with
organizat ions in the community :  Texarkana Museum of  Regional  History,
Texarkana Library,  Mi l ler  County Master  Gardeners and Junior  League.  We
enjoy support ing and at tending Texarkana Symphony Orchestra  & Texarkana
Regional  Choral  performances .  We have a lways enjoyed travel ing this  country
and abroad ,  reading his tory re lated books ,  seeing his tor ic  s i tes ,  doing
genealogy research ,  b i rd watching and being in the woods and forest  wi th
our chi ldren and grandchi ldren to enjoy the quiet  awesome beauty of  nature .

Gene & Alice



I f  there is  a  church pot luck Gene wi l l  be br inging Al ice 's  brownies and
himsel f !  A l ice loves to cook ,  and wi l l  br ing whatever  is  needed.  

Member Spotlight

The Lord 's  Prayer,
23rd Psa lm,
Lamentat ions :3 :21 -25 ,
Phi l ippians :  4 :4 -8 ,
Ephesians 2 :8-9 ,
Phi l ippians : 1 :3 -6 .

I f  there is  a  church pot luck ,   who is  cooking
and what  would you be br inging?

Do you have favor i te
bib le verses to share?

What  are some of  your favor i te  ways
to get  involved in the church?

We love the Bib le Studies ,  a l l  the church services ,  fe l lowship act iv i t ies
and serving in ways we can help wi th some of  the pro jects ,
commit tees & act iv i t ies .   We love get t ing to know our sweet  fe l low
members and their  fami l ies ,  as  wel l  as  people v is i t ing the church.   

How long have you guys been
marr ied and how did you meet?

We have been marr ied 60 years .   Whi le  Gene was st i l l  in  medica l
school  in L i t t le  Rock and Al ice was teaching school ,  we met  on a
provident ia l  b l ind date ,  thanks to a  snow storm!  We at tended a New
Year"s  Eve party  and were marr ied two years  la ter .   



Kathy Ped ig o

 I  en joy a l l  the f r iendships I  have made
with the people working at  Mary 's  Closet .
I  have been able to meet  new people f rom
the church who volunteer  and donate to
the c loset  and a lso volunteer ing the Mary
Kay 's  Cl inic  and now the food pantry.   We
also have a few people who volunteer  in
the c loset  who are not  members of  FMC.   

 I t  is  hard to pinpoint  one person only.  Everyone who
volunteers  br ings their  own personal  touch.  Everyone who
volunteers  is  an inspirat ion to me one way or  the other  and
especia l ly  to the people we serve .

Who has been an inspirat ion in your journey
of  serving others?

 I  volunteer  in Mary 's  Closet  on Tuesdays .  I
s tar ted af ter  I  ret i red in 2018 .  Two of  my
closest  f r iends were volunteer ing and they
kept  te l l ing me come and work .  I  am glad I  d id .

What do you enjoy most
about  volunteer ing with our
church fami ly?

Servant ’s Heart
What ro le do you serve in ,  and
how did you get  s tar ted?



T h i s  s e r i e s  e x p l o r e s  t h e  s e a r c h i n g  r e f l e c t i o n s  o f  E c c l e s i a s t e s ,
w h e r e  t h e  T e a c h e r  w r e s t l e s  w i t h  p l e a s u r e ,  a c h i e v e m e n t ,
i n j u s t i c e ,  a n d  t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  t i m e .  I n  D u s t  i n  t h e  W i n d ,  w e
c o n f r o n t  t h e  f r a g i l e  a n d  f l e e t i n g  n a t u r e  o f  l i f e — e s p e c i a l l y
d u r i n g  L e n t ,  w h e n  w e  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  w e  a r e  d u s t  a n d
d e p e n d e n t  o n  G o d ’ s  g r a c e .  E a c h  w e e k  i n v i t e s  u s  t o  c o n s i d e r
w h e r e  w e  s e e k  l a s t i n g  m e a n i n g  a n d  t o  t r u s t  m o r e  f u l l y  i n  t h e
O n e  w h o  a l o n e  e n d u r e s .

Dust in the Wind
 Sermon Series

March 1

March 8

March 15

March 22

Shopping for Satisfaction
Ecclesiastes 2:1-11

All  This,  For What?
Ecclesiastes 2:17-26

Life Isn’t  Fair
Ecclesiastes 4:1-12

Tomorrow is Never Guaranteed
Ecclesiastes 9:1-12



EASTER EGG HUNT

& FAMILY PICNIC

EASTER EGG HUNT
& FAMILY PICNIC

YOU'RE INVITED TO

Saturday, march 28th
10:00 A.m.-12:00 p.m.

Saturday, march 28th10:00 A.m.-12:00 p.m.

See you there!See you there!

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH

5801 Summerhill Rd

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH
5801 Summerhill Rd

Food-Games-Fun

Bounce Houses

Food-Games-Fun
Bounce Houses



Celebrations
MARCH BIRTHDAYS

1     Susan Warmack

     Br ian Steed

     Karen Wi l l iams

2    R ichard Janousek

3    Ed Eichler

     Debbie Lee

5    Mark Hlavinka

8    Luke Muel ler

9    Hol ly  Dickeson

11    Wi l l  Hlavinka

      Courtney Waldrep

12   Boies Bol ton

      Sonny Bol ton

      Tr ish Reed

13    Ron Burson

      Mark Budzi lowski

15     Kennessa Prat t

       David Freece

17    Kat ie  Carter

18    Bever ly  Tye

19    Brenda Wisdom

       Kat ie  Dewolfe

       Caeci l ie  Spyres

20    Er ica Cain

21      Debbie Fowler

25    Reese White

27    Judy Smith

28    Zach Dunbar

       Chr is  McMil lan

31     Tommy Nicholas



NEW
High School

Sunday School
Class

star t ing March 8
in the Gym Cafe

9 :30 a .m.

Easter
Services

Sunday ,  Apr i l  5
9 :00 a .m.

11 :  00 a .m.

New Member

Luncheon

Your paragraph text

Campus Tour
March 8 t h

Meet in the foyer
af ter  worship

service  

Upcoming Events

RE

Yo
ur paragraph text

Sunday,  March 15

in the fe l lowship

hal l  a f ter  service


